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Research Interests

✧ Behavioral & Experimental Economics

✧ Neuroeconomics

✧ Food Economics

Professional Experience

✧ Postdoctoral Researcher, Department of Economics, Universitat de Barcelona. Septem-
ber 2023 - Present

✧ Visiting Lecturer, Department of Agricultural and Resource Economics, University of
Tennessee Knoxville. January 2023 - May 2023.

✧ Lab Manager at the Human Behavior Lab, Agricultural Economics, Texas A&M Uni-
versity. September 2018 – May 2023.

✧ Graduate Assistant Researcher, Agricultural Economics, Texas A&MUniversity. Septem-
ber 2016 – December 2022.

✧ Research Associate at the Center on Conflict and Development, Agricultural Eco-
nomics, Texas A&M University. September 2014 - September 2016.

✧ Economist Intern, Office of Economics, United States International Trade Commission.
June 2013 – August 2013.

Education

✧ Ph.D., Agricultural Economics, Texas A&M University, 2023
Chair: Marco A. Palma

✧ M.I.A., International Development and Economic Policy, Texas A&M University, 2014

✧ B.A., Economics and French, Texas A&M University, 2012
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Publications

[1] Valdez Gonzalez, N.I., Brown, A.L., and M.A. Palma. 2025. “Social-benefits stigma
and subsequent competitiveness.” Economic Inquiry

[2] Liu, H., Qu, N., Valdez Gonzalez, N.I., Palma, M.A., Chen, H., Xiong, J., Choubey,
A., Li, Y., Li, X., Yu, M., Liu, H., Tu, L., Zhang, N., Yin, N., Conde, K.M., Wang,
M., Bean, J.C., Han, J., Scarcelli, N.A., Yang, Y., Saito, K., Cui, H., Tong, Q., Sun,
Z., Wang, C., Cai, X., Lu, L., He., Y. and Y. Xu. 2024. “A light-responsive neural
circuit suppresses feeding.” Journal of Neuroscience, 44 (30).

[3] Valdez Gonzalez, N.I., Kee, J.Y., Palma, M.A., and J.R. Pruitt. 2024. “The Rela-
tionship between Monetary Incentives, Social Status, and Physical Activity.” Journal
of Behavioral and Experimental Economics, 108, 102155.

Working Papers

[1] Valdez Gonzalez, N.I., Gaviria, A., and A.M. Espin. “Preferences or confounders?
Persistent gender gap in competition across four continents”

[2] Valdez Gonzalez, N.I., Palma, M.A., and Y. Xu. “The effect of bright light exposure
on reciprocity.”

Other Articles

[1] Kibriya, S., Tkach, B., Ahn, J., Valdez Gonzalez, N., Xu, Z., & Y. Zhang. 2016.
“The Effects of School-Related Gender-Based Violence on Academic Performance: Ev-
idence from Botswana, Ghana, and South Africa.” USAID.

Works in Progress

[1] “Transparency as a tool for increasing productivity”

[2] “Social Norms of Intergenerational Care”

[3] “The concept of altruism in human neuroscience: A scoping review”

Grants

[1] Juan de la Cierva Postdoctoral fellowship, e72,000, February 2025

[2] The International Foundation for Research in Experimental Economics (IFREE) Small
Grants Program, $10,000, October 2019
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Referee Activities
Journal of Behavioral and Experimental Economics, Journal of Economic Behavior and Orga-
nization, AAEA annual meeting abstract review (Experimental Economics and Agribusiness
Management)

Conferences and Workshops

[1] (scheduled) 5th Meeting of the Society for the Advancement of Judgment and Decision-
Making Studies, 2025, Barcelona, Spain

[2] (scheduled) Economic Sciences Association Europe 2025, Brno, Czech Republic

[3] BSE Summer Forum (Tournaments: Theory, Experiments and Applications) 2025,
Barcelona, Spain

[4] Economic Sciences Association North America 2024, Columbus, OH

[5] Economic Sciences Association Europe 2024, Helsinki, Finland

[6] UB Microeconomics Workshop 2024, Barcelona, Spain

[7] Southern Agricultural Economics Association 2023, Oklahoma City, OK

[8] Agricultural and Applied Economics Association 2022, Anaheim, CA

[9] Economic Sciences Association North America 2021, Tucson, AZ

[10] Economic Sciences Association Around-the-Clock meetings 2021, virtual (moderator)

[11] Agricultural and Applied Economics Association 2021, Austin, TX (moderator)

[12] Southern Agricultural Economics Association 2020, Louisville, KY (moderator)

Teaching

✧ Instructor for Microeconomic Applications to Ag & Resource Markets (AREC 550),
Department of Agricultural and Resource Economics at the University of Tennessee
Knoxville, Spring 2023

✧ Co-Instructor for Research Methodology (AGEC 607), Department of Agricultural
Economics at Texas A&M University, Spring 2021

✧ Teaching Assistant for Food Security, Climate, and Conflict (AGEC 489/689), Depart-
ment of Agricultural Economics and Texas A&M University, Spring 2016, 2017

✧ Foreign Language Leader for French, Bush School of Government and Public Service
at Texas A&M University, Spring 2014
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✧ Teaching Assistant for French, Department of International Studies at Texas A&M
University, 2010-2012

Honors & Awards

✧ SAEA Best Job Market Paper, 2023

✧ Graduate Student Travel Grant (AGEC department), November 2022

✧ The Graduate & Professional School Travel Scholarship (Texas A&M), 2022

✧ 2022 AAEA Travel Scholarship, 2022

✧ Graduate Student Travel Grant (AGEC department), October 2021

✧ Graduate Student Travel Grant (AGEC department), July 2021

✧ Graduate Research Assistantship, 2016-2022

✧ ConDev Graduate Research Fellow, 2016

✧ Robert G. Cherry Graduate Fellowship, 2017-2018

✧ George and Barbara Bush Fellowship, 2013-2014

✧ Robert A Mosbacher, Sr Internship Award, 2013

✧ Bush School general scholarship, 2013

Skills

✧ Software: Stata, Excel, Latex, oTree, iMotions, Python, R

✧ Languages: Native English and Spanish, Advanced French
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References

Pablo Brañas Concepció Patxot
Professor of Behavioural Economics Professor
Department of Economics Department of Economics
Universidad Loyola Andalucia Universitat de Barcelona
# branasgarza@gmail.com # cio.patxot@ub.edu

Marco A. Palma Alex L. Brown
Professor Professor
Department of Agricultural Economics Department of Economics
Texas A&M University Texas A&M University
# mapalma@tamu.edu # alexbrown@tamu.edu

Ragan Petrie Yu (Yvette) Zhang
Professor Associate Professor
Department of Economics Department of Agricultural Economics
Texas A&M University Texas A&M University
# rpetrie@tamu.edu # yzhang@tamu.edu
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